[The clinical information value of an immunoenzyme study of the tumor markers CA-19-9, CEA and AFP in cancer of the stomach, pancreas, colon and rectum].
Blood levels of CEA, CA 19-9 and AFP were assayed by immunoenzyme technique in 60 cases of gastric cancer, 15 patients with pancreatic cancer and 30 patients with colorectal cancer. CEA and CA 19-9 levels were found to depend upon stage and degree of tumor differentiation. Changes in the antigen levels in the course of treatment reflected the degree of its radicality. In application of the immunoenzyme assay, CA 19-9 level appeared most clinically relevant in gastric, pancreatic and colorectal cancers. CEA concentration can serve as an indicator of liver metastases. CA 19-9 and CEA levels can be used for monitoring and objective evaluation of treatment for gastric, pancreatic and colorectal cancer as well as for predicting response.